
 

For the Gospel 
ACTS 16:25-40 
7/11/2021 

PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to 
the following questions.  

• Read Acts 15:36-16:24 or listen to “Refuse to Lose” and “Cross Over” in the message 
archive. 

• Have you ever faced persecution for being a follower of Christ? How were you 
persecuted? How did you respond? If there were bystanders, did they see evidence of 
your faith? What would you do differently?   

• Read Acts 5:17-21. In what way was apostles’ deliverance similar to that of Paul and Silas? 
In what way was it different? What do these supernatural events teach us about God and 
His plans? 

• How did the actions of Paul and Silas in v. 25 keep them in place after the events of vv. 26-
27? How did this affect the jailer? What can you learn from this? 

• Think about the physical condition of Paul and Silas after being beaten, whipped, thrown 
into a dungeon and placed in stocks. What kept them focused on their mission instead of 
on their own pain and discomfort? 

• List all the ways the jailer demonstrated he was part of Christ’s family after his conversion. 
What does this teach you about the transformative power of the gospel? How is it evident 
in your life?  

• The jailer was in charge of the prison but spiritually he was the prisoner—shackled to sin 
and condemned to death. He too experienced a miraculous deliverance, rescued from the 
domain of darkness and transferred to the kingdom of Christ (Colossians 1:13). Re-read vv. 
25-34 in this light. What, if any, additional insights did you gain from this re-reading? 

• Why do you think Paul forced the magistrates to publicly acknowledge their illegal 
mistreatment of him? How do you think this impacted the fledgling church at Philippi?  

• Why was it important for Paul and Silas to encourage the brothers and sisters before their 
departure?  

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 
Study New Testament teachings on persecution. Some passages are Matthew 5:10-12; John 
15:18-20a; 16:33; 2 Corinthians 4:7-18. How did your study prepare you to stand fast in times 
of persecution? How will it help you strengthen others? 


